
STATUTORY PROPOSAL FOR A PRESCRIBED ALTERATION TO A MAINTAINED 
SCHOOL - PUBLIC CONSULTATION DOCUMENT

TO PERMANENTLY UNITE THE WHOLE SCHOOL COMMUNITY ONTO
ONE SITE IN ALDERTON BY CLOSING THE SCHOOL’S SATELLITE
SITE LOCATED IN DUMBLETON.

OAK HILL CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
14 FEBRUARY 2023

“I have come that they may have life in all its fullness” John 10:10



Background
▸ Oak Hill Church of England Primary School is a small rural voluntary controlled school providing 

places for children aged 4 to 11 years of age

▸ The school serves the rural village communities of Alderton, Dumbleton and their surrounding 
areas

▸ Oak Hill Church of England Primary School was formed in 1981 when Alderton and Dumbleton 
Schools were merged

▸ Pupil numbers have been falling at the School over recent years.  The decline in pupil numbers 
reflects challenges identified by the local authority’s school places strategy and experienced in 
other small rural schools across the country.

▸ The Governing Board of the School has worked actively with the local authority, Gloucestershire 
County Council and the Gloucester Diocese over a number of years on the challenges of running a 
school across two sites in a climate of lower pupil numbers

▸ This work has focused on securing the school’s future viability as part of the local authority’s and 
the diocese’s commitment to providing diverse education provision to small rural communities 
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Background

▸ The school offers 15 places in its Reception class each year and has an 
overall capacity of 105 pupils

▸ Currently the School has 44 pupils across all year groups.  The School is 
therefore 61 pupils short of its published admission number (PAN) which 
equates to a 58% surplus of places 

▸ Until September 2022 the School operated from two sites approximately 
5 miles apart.  Children in Reception and Key Stage 1 classes were 
based at the School’s satellite site in Dumbleton.  Children in Key Stage 
2 classes were based at the School’s main site in Alderton

▸ A whole School on one site trial was commenced in September 2022 
after a consultation process took place from April  to May 2022.

“I have come that they may have life in all its fullness” John 10:10

PROPOSAL FOR A PRESCRIBED ALTERATION TO A MAINTAINED SCHOOL – PUBLIC CONSULTATION DOCUMENT ISSUED 14 FEBRUARY 2023



Oak Hill CE Primary School
in February 2023

▸ The School currently has 44 pupils:

• Reception has 2 children

• Year 1 has 6 children

• Year 2 has 8 children

• Year 3 has 9 children

• Year 4 has 6 children

• Year 5 has 7 children

• Year 6 has 6 children
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What does this proposal mean?

▸ If approved, the whole School community will be 
located on the Alderton site and the Dumbleton 
site will be permanently closed. 

▸ The number of places available at the School will 
remain the same (i.e. the School’s PAN will not 
change)

▸ The local authority will continue to provide 
assistance with transport for existing pupils until 
they transfer to secondary school
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What are the benefits of this proposal?

▸ By uniting the whole School community on one site the School can enhance the
education and experiences available to every child at the School immediately, and in
the longer term.

▸ The School can respond more effectively and efficiently to the needs of its
community providing equality and opportunity for all pupils and staff.

▸ We will be able to provide greater stability in the structure and size of our classes to
meet the needs of our children at each stage as they move through the School

▸ The trial period has shown the strengths of the proposal in the significant,
immediate, comprehensive and continuing improvements seen across the School in
terms of quality of education, behaviour, leadership and management and personal
development.

▸ These improvements have been overseen and confirmed through monitoring by the
Board of Governors and other external education professionals including the Local
Authority, the Diocese, Ofsted and by specialist school improvement professionals
instructed by the Board and by the Department of Education.

“I have come that they may have life in all its fullness” John 10:10

PROPOSAL FOR A PRESCRIBED ALTERATION TO A MAINTAINED SCHOOL – PUBLIC CONSULTATION DOCUMENT ISSUED 14 FEBRUARY 2023



What are the benefits of this proposal?
▸ With all our staff and specialist leaders on one site, we will be able to react more 

immediately to support and respond to every child’s needs, strengthening relationships 
through daily interaction 

▸ We will be able to be more effective and flexible in how we make the best use of our 
staff’s wide range of skills and expertise across the whole school

▸ With all staff located on the same site we can deliver greater cohesion in our planning 
and provision including focused teaching and interventions to support children across the 
year groups

▸ The Local Authority’s school place planning strategy confirms the demand for school 
places is not expected to exceed supply in the School’s individual locality, nor in the 
surrounding schools in the Winchcombe and Bishops Cleeve primary school cluster 
areas.  

▸ The proposal seeks to preserve the long term future of the School by reducing the 
financial obligations associated with running two sites, especially when pupil numbers 
are not sufficient to generate an income budget to meet the cost of effectively and 
efficiently running two sites
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What are the benefits of this proposal?

▸ We will be better able to safeguard the long term viability of the School’s finances, ensuring 
we can continue to develop our vision of securing an exceptional School environment 
where success is measured not just by inspection reports or SATs scores, but by the 
experiences and overall education children enjoy together during their primary School years

▸ We will be able to use our School’s budget more effectively and efficiently which will benefit 
every child through an enriched curriculum and activities 

▸ Our children and staff will no longer have to commute between two sites on a daily basis

▸ With all children attending the same site daily, our School can enjoy a greater level of 
cohesion between our children, their families and the wider school community including 
staff and governors  

▸ We will be able to continuing offering wrap-around care opportunities through our 
breakfast club and after school club to better support the needs of our pupils and their 
families

▸ Our playground and outdoor spaces can be further developed, as can our extra 
curricular opportunities 
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Why Alderton not Dumbleton?

▸ The School benefitted from significant investment in the Alderton site by  Gloucestershire 
County Council in 2022 as part of a strategic capital improvement and maintenance plan. 

▸ The impact of the works completed on the Alderton site since summer 2022 has been 
transformational.  The School’s physical environment has been drastically improved and 
enhanced.  

▸ Futhermore, the local community has shown its commitment to the School by providing over 
1,500 hours of volunteer time which has supplemented the GCC funded works.

▸ Dumbleton is a very small school site, with only 2 classrooms plus a small area for staff with 
multiple uses including a small kitchenette, storage, boiler, photocopier and a small work 
space.  Dumbleton has outdoor space but no scope for modifications or improvements

▸ Alderton has 3 good sized classrooms plus other dedicated learning spaces including small 
group spaces, a library and a dedicated Thrive space.  There is a good sized school hall 
including full PE stores and apparatus plus outdoor playground areas and access to an 
outdoor playing field.  There is dedicated car parking, staff room and work space plus the 
school’s admin team is based on site

▸ Alderton is therefore the only viable one-site option 
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Implementation Plan

▸ The Board of Governors consulted with stakeholders in 2022 on a proposal there should be a whole School on one 
site trial period commencing September 2022.  The trial period commenced as proposed and was reviewed by the 
School’s stakeholders in January 2023.  Respondents unanimously agreed the School community should remain on 
one site.  

▸ The Board of Governors therefore moved to commence the formal statutory process necessary to formalise this 
arrangement, hence the issuing of this consultation document together with a statutory proposal notice for a 
prescribed alteration to a maintained school in accordance with all relevant legislation, regulations and statutory 
guidance.   

▸ The management of the Dumbleton site will revert to the Local Authority, namely Gloucestershire County Council; 
the Diocesan Authority, namely Gloucester Diocese (‘the Diocese’) and the Lessor at the conclusion of this statutory 
process at which time the School will be released from all of its associated obligations.

▸ The timeline for this statutory process is expected to be completed by the end of the 2022-23 academic year at the 
latest. 

▸ The Local Authority will be directly and solely responsible for all negotiations with the Diocese and the Lessor of the 
Dumbleton site before, during and after the statutory process described here. 
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How to share your views on the proposal

▸ A public consultation meeting will be held in the School Hall at the Alderton site on Monday 6 March 2023 at 6pm.

▸ Any person may support, object to or make comments on the proposal described here and in the statutory proposal
notice by submitting their representations to the Chair of Governors.

▸ Representations can be submitted by email to chair@oakhill.gloucs.sch.uk and should be clearly marked “Response to
consultation on Prescribed Alteration”

▸ Representations can also be submitted by post to the School’s main address – Oak Hill CE Primary School, School
Road, Alderton, Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire GL20 8NP. Representations by post should be clearly marked “For the
attention of the Chair of Governors – Response to consultation on Prescribed Alteration”

▸ We have also provided a feedback form to assist you in submitting your representations . The feedback form has been
distributed with the statutory proposal documentation, is available on our School website and via the School office by
calling 01242 620448 during school hours.

▸ Finally, you can click here to submit your representations via our online consultation response service.

▸ ALL REPRESENTATIONS MUST REACH US BY MIDDAY ON 21 MARCH 2023
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Additional Information

▸ School funding  School funding is based on the number of children 
actually enrolled in a school not the number of places available

▸ Do all stakeholders have to agree with the proposal? Our School 
community’s stakeholders (staff, parents, children, governors, 
prospective parents, diocese, parish councils etc) do not have to agree 
with the proposal but this is a consultation for our stakeholders and 
feedback will be considered.

▸ Who makes the final decision on the proposal? All stakeholders are invited
to contribute their views.  The final decision will be made by the local 
authority, Gloucestershire County Council at the conclusion of the formal 
consultation period. 
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What happens next?

▸ Public consultation meeting – on Monday 6 March 2023 at 
6pm in the Alderton School Hall 

▸ Formal consultation period ends – Midday on 21 March 
2023

▸ Proposal forwarded to Gloucestershire County Council to 
begin their final decision making process – On or before 
31 March 2023

▸ GCC to conclude their decision making process – On or 
before 31 May 2023
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