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Time in Classrooms
It has been really lovely to spend time in each
classroom this week looking at the impact of
our new Cornerstones Curriculum for both
teaching and learning. I’ve travelled from the
Mesolithic to Ancient China, I’ve seen great
problem solving skills in creating shelters and
creating a bridge for the Billy Goats Gruff and
the troll that hides underneath.
The children and staff are really enthused by
the changes that we have made, and the
curriculum, linked to the Big Ideas, is
providing a broad and balanced education
linked to the priorities that Oak Hill staff and
Governors have identified as our Values and
Visions.

with children's author, Michael
Rosen. Michael talked to us about his
experience in hospital with Covid and how he
came to write 'Sticky McStickstick'. He read
part of the story to us, and even showed us
'Sticky McStickstick'. He also retold some of
his fabulous stories and poems and answered
questions from schools all around the country.
The children absolutely loved listening to
Michael read and were giggling along as he
pulled funny faces, read amusing poems and
enacted his experiences with physiotherapy.
Thanks to Miss Gunter for organising this
special event.

Covid

A Special Visitor
The children at Dumbleton joined in with a
special Read for Good event this morning, live

Over the last two weeks we were asked by the
South West Health Partnership to raise our
protective measures with regard to Covid
prevention in relation to the increased rates of
transmission throughout the South West.
Although rates have started to decline in
Gloucestershire, they are still concerningly
high, with current rates above both regional
and national averages. The regional group are

therefore recommending that measures are
maintained at least until the end of November.
Therefore, as per my letter in half term, we
will be maintaining our mask for adults within
school premises, limiting unnecessary face to
face activities and asking children to mask on
the bus again. We are continuing with our
planning for Christmas activities, but we are
also factoring in the potential that these may
have to be virtual. Thank you for your support
in these matters.
Here are the steps you can take to help prevent
your child from catching and spreading
COVID-19:
Get vaccinated. This remains the best way to
protect yourself and your family from the
serious effects of COVID-19. If you or your
child are eligible for a Covid jab, please do not
delay in taking up the offer.
Wear a face covering in crowded and enclosed
spaces including public transport.
Continue with twice-weekly testing testing for
people with no symptoms (everyone aged 11
years and over)
If your child has symptoms of Covid or has
tested positive using a lateral flow device get a
PCR test and keep them at home until you
receive your results. If your child or anyone in
your household tests positive for COVID-19
they must stay at home and isolate for ten
days. This means not going to work, school or
any other public places. Close contacts of a
positive case will be contacted by NHS Test
and Trace and will be advised to take a PCR

Changes to the Teaching of Reading
As teachers we are very excited because we
are starting a new approach to the teaching of
reading at Oak Hill. We will be teaching
reading through a new approach of
VIPERS. VIPERS is an acronym to aid the
recall of the 6 reading domains as part of
the UK's reading curriculum. They are the
key areas which we feel children need to know
and understand in order to improve their
comprehension of texts.

Vocabulary
Infer
Predict
Explain
Retrieve
Sequence or Summarise
This will be taught daily across the school
(Year 1-6) for 30 minutes and we look forward
to sharing some examples of our new reading
lessons with you soon.

Thrive Update
Course work and Zoom training have been
rather intense but we are really getting to grips
with the strategies we can use to help support
all the children in school. We have finished
out mindful workshops and will be choosing
one technique each to use with KS2 before we
explore the techniques with KS1 and
Reception. We have discovered a lot about
how our brains work and develop. And both
myself and Mrs Edwards are looking forward
to spending even more time with the children
exploring emotions, social situations and selfesteem, amongst many other things, through
art, sand play and role-playing.
Miss Attwood and Mrs Edwards

Maths Problem Solving
Reasoning and problem solving are becoming
a bigger focus in Maths and the journey the
children take to answer a question is as
important as getting it right. Since September,
Year 5 and 6 children have had a much greater
focus on reasoning and problem solving not
only having access as part of daily Maths
lessons but through an activity we call ‘Think
it Through Friday’. Funnily enough, this
happens on Fridays and it provides the
children an environment to explore a problem,
get it wrong, learn from their mistakes,
persevere, and solve various mathematical
problems. Our favourite still is Beans, Beans,

Beans. A problem all about baked bean
consumption! Next week, we will be trying
our first whole school reasoning and problemsolving task. All the children, from Reception
to Year 6, will take on the same task, and I
can’t wait to see how they each approach the
task and the reasoning they apply to it. We will
have a follow-up on this next week.

Thank you to Dumbleton Cricket Club for the
very kind donation of £200!

Sustainable Alderton

Please telephone the school office 01242
620448 for further information.

Second Hand Vintage Sale
Saturday 27 November in Alderton Village
Hall

Lunchtime Supervisor Post
We are looking for a lunchtime supervisor to
join our existing team at our Alderton base on
Mondays and Fridays.

Closing date: Friday 26 November 2021

10am – 2pm

Internet Safety

Free entry

As part of our support to parents, we will be
sharing information on a regular basis about
some of the challenges that our children face
in the modern internet age. Below is a poster
with some information about the very popular
website Netflix.

FOOHs
Bags2School
Thank you to all who donated – we raised £96!
Amazon Smile
We are now registered with Amazon smile.
This means purchases made at Amazon using
the app, lead to donations to our school fund,
Friends of Oak Hill School!
Please use this link to get started!
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1060953-0
Don't forget to also use Easy Fundraising,
using this app does the same but with different
companies!
Every little bit helps!
Sonia (FOOHS)
Please support FOOHS and remember to use it
for all your Christmas shopping needs. Its
support to school is incredibly vital to us.
FOOHS Christmas Raffle!
Tickets will go on sale soon to win a
Christmas basket of goodies. All money raised
goes to support our lovely school!
Thank you!

Half Termly Christian Value

chickens! Maple Class decided to look for
other birds, and we found some bird watching
books which told us how to attract them. We
put out some bird food, made some bird baths
and used the binoculars and bird books to try
to spot some birds. We saw a robin, pigeons
and even a buzzard!
We also started our mini-project this week,
‘Sparkle and Shine’, where we have started to
explore all the exciting festivals which are
being celebrated this autumn and winter,
starting with the story of the nativity. We
listened to the story carefully, before exploring
it further with puppets and starting to prepare
for our school nativity!

Church Service
Our Services are:
9.00am
Great Washbourne - HC
10.30am
Dumbleton - HC
Maple Class
In Maple Class this week, we have continued
our fantastic work on traditional tales,
focusing on those with animals in. We learnt
the story of The Three Little Pigs, retelling it
with finger puppets and small houses. The
children used all the repeated refrains very
well in their retelling, as well as thinking
carefully about how each character felt at
different times in the story. Our story work has
led to some brilliant work constructing bridges
and houses in our topic lessons.
We have started to explore circles and
triangles in Maths this week, going on some
fun hunts to find these shapes both inside and
outside. We have been sorting different shapes
based on their properties and creating our own
shapes using pebbles.
There was a great interest in birds this week at
Dumbleton, as we were visited by some

Dumbleton to find as many shelters as we
could. Back at school we designed our own
shelters, thinking carefully about the materials
that they will be made from. On Wednesday,
we used skewers, chewy sweets and a range of
materials to create a prototype and bring our
designs to life. The children showed amazing
team work and perseverance, especially when
they had to stop and evaluate because their
shelter wasn’t quite as sturdy as they had first
hoped!
In Maths, we have been continuing with
addition and subtraction. Both year groups
have been working on subtraction this week.
Year 1 have been introduced to the subtraction
symbol and had a go at taking away small
amounts to see how many were left. Year 2
have been subtracting a 1-digit number from a
2 digit and crossing 10 which can be very
tricky when you are using a hundred square to
help you!
In English, we have had another great week of
poetry. We have written a colour poem where
we picked our favourite colours and wrote
about all the things that we know are that
colour. We also wrote about stones and
crystals and what colours they are similar to.
We tried hard to get rhyming words in, which
can be very tricky! On Thursday, we had a
special English lesson because we joined a live
session with Michael Rosen who shared his
new story book with us, ‘Sticky McStickstick’,
which is all about his recovery from COVID
which meant he relied on a walking stick. A
very special book and amazing to see Michael
Rosen live.

Willow Class
This week in Willow Class we have had a
special DT focus. Our unit in DT this term is
called ‘Shade and Shelter’. We started the
week going on a lovely walk around

Hawthorn Class
We have had a brilliant week in Year 3 and 4.
We began the week by starting a new topic in
English based on video games. The children
looked at a range of reviews for ageappropriate video games and we discussed the
features. We also looked at the structure,
organisation and started to plan our own
reviews.
On Monday, we made our own beaker pots
and learnt the technique of making slip, rolling
coils, joining clay and making a pinch pot. The
children combined these techniques to make
their very own bell beaker pots and these will
be going home with the children today.
We completed some outdoor Maths this week
where the children estimated and measured a
range of items in cm, mm and m. The children
really enjoyed learning outside and I hope to
carry out more outdoor Maths - weather
dependent!
In PE, the children have really enjoyed
learning handball this term. So far they have
learnt the overhead and bounce pass, throwing
and catching techniques including the seated
catch and lie down catch.
Next week in RE the children are taking part
in a virtual tour of a synagogue in Cheltenham.
They have lots of interesting questions which
they are going to ask!

Juniper Class
This week the children have been a hive of
activity! In English, the children have been
developing their new paper writing skills and
have all successfully edited their work
ensuring they have used passive voice.
Pictures and captions have been added and the
newspaper articles have been given exciting
headlines.
In Maths, the children have shown amazing
resilience and perseverance this week. They
have grown in confidence and I am really
pleased with how they have understood
BIDMAS, used related number facts to solve
unknown problems and revised mentally
calculating larger numbers. We finished the
week with a fractions based think it through
Friday ready to start fractions next week.
On Wednesday afternoon the children
explored different casting techniques and they
worked incredibly hard on this. The buzz of
excitement as they completed the task was
lovely to hear. Thank you to Mrs Beattie and
Mrs Scott for helping out Mrs Kendall on this
activity.
In History, as part of the develop stage of our
learning journey, the children used artefacts

and information from a podcast to answer the
big question ‘Why where the people of the
Shang Dynasty such successful warriors?’ The
children were able to reason and justify and
link previous learning to help answer the
question. Then in develop in Geography, the
children researched different biomes and
investigated the types of plants found in each
one.
Finally, in computing this week, the children
learnt different filming techniques. They
discovered the impact the different frames had
on audio quality. The children will be applying
these new skills to making their own video
later in the term.

Sapphire - 86

Stars of the Week
Maple Class:
Star of the week- Louie, for great enthusiasm
and knowledge about animals when bird
spotting
Value of the week- Tallulah, for showing
kindness to everyone
Willow Class:
Star of the week - Logan, for a fantastic poem
on colour and becoming more independent
with your writing
Value of the week - Miles, for amazing
perseverance whilst making your shelter in DT
Hawthorn Class:
Value of the Week: - Archie – for persevering
in dance
Star of the Week – Jack – for creating a
fantastic Bell Beaker pot
Juniper Class:
Star of the week- Finn- using technical
language to explain answers clearly.
Value of the week- Lola- being a good friend
and showing compassion

Diary Dates
Please be aware that these may be subject to
change.
November
23rd

Parents Evening with Miss Attwood

29th

No Football Club or Arts and Crafts

House Points
Weekly Totals
Diamond – 86
Emerald – 99
Ruby – 69

December
6th

Severn Trent Virtual Lesson

14th

School Nativity 2pm and 6pm

16th

KS1 Trip

17th

End of Term

