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Covid 

This week it has felt that we are currently sat 

with the sword of Damocles hanging over our 

heads as the cases in Gloucestershire and 

particularly Tewkesbury and Cheltenham areas 

have risen hugely over recent times, with 

many schools in the area closing bubbles.  As 

a school we are trying to be as cautious as we 

possibly can be to try and limit any potential 

cases in school.  The last thing we would want 

to do is spoil the Summer holidays for our 

families by bubbles closing and people being 

asked to isolate. We therefore urge you to be 

as cautious as possible and we urge all parents 

to keep children at home if they are displaying 

any Covid symptoms and to get them tested at 

the first opportunity.  There currently seems to 

be more symptoms that are being associated 

with the Delta virus.  These may include sore 

throats, runny noses and headaches; evidence 

from the British Medical Journal.  If children 

display symptoms in school, then we will 

isolate them and ask for their immediate 

collection and for them to be tested before 

returning to school.  All adults are able to 

access free lateral flow tests that they can take 

twice a week to help stop the spread of this 

disease.   

 

Sport’s Day 

We are still aiming to have sports activities on 

Wednesday.  This will not be the same as a 

normal Sport’s Day but we want to get the 

children being active.  We would like to 

reiterate that this event will be without parents 

as we seek to limit the risk of the spread of 

Covid.  

 

Transition 

It has been a real challenge to try and sort 

some transition time this year with the 

existence of bubbles and Covid.  Our Year 6 

children are now only receiving online 

transition in the majority of cases and their 

days at secondary schools have been curtailed. 

Our new Reception children will be onsite at 

Dumbleton on 2nd and 9th of July.  They will be 

arriving after the other children and will be 

working outside and isolated from the rest of 

the school.  We will be following enhanced 

cleaning routines after they leave at lunchtime. 

Year 1 will be spending those two mornings 

with Miss Gunter. 

Year 2, because of the bubbles, are more of a 

challenge.  Therefore, Miss Garrett will be 

spending Monday 5th at Dumbleton to meet 

and work with the children.  This will be 

conducted within Covid guidelines.  

Year 3 have been having regular circle time 

sessions with Miss Garrett in the hall. 

Year 4 children are currently taught by Miss 

Bowen and will be moving up with her while 

the Year 5 children will be spending some 

time with Miss Bowen on Tuesday.   

While this is not exactly what we were hoping 

to do, we feel that some transition is critically 

important to a successful start in September. 

 



Residential 

We are delighted to say that we have been able 

to secure a residential visit to Georgeham in 

Devon again next year for our Year 5/6 

children.  This has taken some time to organise 

as we are below the official numbers of 

children that they accept as a minimum.  

However, we are really pleased to have been 

able to negotiate a visit for the week 

commencing Monday 1st November.  Further 

details will follow shortly. 

 

School Reports 

End of year reports will be coming out on 

Wednesday 7th July.  We will be sending paper 

copies home. 

 

Book Fair 

This is running from 1st to 8th July in the hall at 

Alderton.  Order forms have been emailed to 

parents in recent weeks.  If you would like to 

browse the books, then please come in after 

school.  We would ask that you make payment 

online and bring order forms into school so 

that we can pick your order. 

www.travellingbooks.co.uk/pay 

 

NSPCC Response to Ofsted Report 

You may have read recently about the Ofsted 

report into sexual harassment within schools 

and its effect on our young people.  In 

response, the NSPCC have launched a helpline 

to support our young people who may be 

facing that sort of pressure and behaviour.  

 

 

GCC Summer Offers 

Offer 1: Holiday Free School Meal vouchers 

For the first and last week of the summer 

holiday only (26th – 30th July, and 30th 

August – 3rd September), parents who have 

signed up for holiday free school meal 

vouchers form the County Council will receive 

their voucher worth £15 per child per week to 

spend in a chosen supermarket. 

A voucher for both weeks will be sent to you 

between the 14th to 16th July. You do not 

need to sign up to receive this voucher if you 

have received them in previous school 

holidays. This scheme is funded by grant 

monies. 

 For more information and to sign up if you 

haven't already please visit our website: 

 https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/holiday-

school-meal-vouchers/ 

Offer 2: Holiday Activity and Food 

Programme (HAF) 

Between the 2nd August and 27th August, we 

are co-ordinating the Holiday Activities and 

Food (HAF) Programme in partnership with 

district councils, the voluntary sector and other 

organisations. This programme is funded by 

the Department for Education (DfE). 

This is a four-week programme with face-to-

face activities in your local area, plus more 

virtual activities online, with daily meals or 

food kits being offered dependant on what is 

available in your district. Each district area 

(Cheltenham, Cotswolds, Forest of Dean, 

Gloucester, Stroud and Tewkesbury) will have 

its own separate section on our website for you 

to find what is happening in your area. 

This July, there will be a leaflet with further 

information on the HAF scheme that will be 

distributed to all schools in the Gloucestershire 

area for children to take home. You must sign 

up to this programme in order to take part, and 

we will inform you and schools when 

applications open. For now, please take a look 

http://www.travelling/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/holiday-school-meal-vouchers/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/holiday-school-meal-vouchers/


at our HAF website which contains further 

information about the programme. 

If you do not sign up to the HAF programme, 

you will not receive vouchers instead. 

To make sure you know when and how to 

make the most of the HAF Programme, sign 

up to the newsletter. 

If you have any queries please 

contact: childrensfund@gloucestershire.gov.uk 

Covid Local Support Grant Scheme 

The Department for Work & Pensions has 

extended the COVID grant support for 

vulnerable families until 20 June 2021. 

The Grant, now called the COVID-19 

Local Support Grant, is available to 

individuals and families with children who 

have been financially impacted by Covid-19 

and it offers support with food, utilities and 

other essentials. An application form and 

further information on eligibility criteria can 

be found at the following 

link: https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/healt

h-and-social-care/gloucestershire-welfare-

support-scheme/covid-19-local-support-grant-

find-out-more-and-apply/. 

 

Road Closure 

The B4078 will be shut the week commencing 

2nd July.  This may affect your routes from 

Alderton to Dumbleton and vice versa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Half Termly Christian Value 

 

 

Church Service in Alderton 

Services this week are as follows: 

HC at 9.00am Great Washbourne 

HC CW at 10.30am Dumbleton 

  

Maple Class 

We have been seeing double in Reception this 

week! We have learnt all about how to double 

numbers and amounts. The children painted 

spots onto ladybirds to help them calculate 

double of single digit numbers, and used the 

weighing scales to double the Numicon. 

In English, we have moved onto researching 

all about animals using information texts. We 

had a look at what makes an information text 

different to a story book and found some very 

interesting facts about animals ready to make 

our own fact files next week.  

We have loved creating a vet role play area in 

our classroom this week so we can apply all of 

our new knowledge to making the animals feel 

better. The vet has been extremely busy every 

day, with lots of x-rays, operations and 

emergency call outs!  

The children have also been investigating 

different habitats, and using this information to 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/haf/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKGLOUCESTERSHIRE/subscriber/new?topic_id=UKGLOUCESTERSHIRE_287
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKGLOUCESTERSHIRE/subscriber/new?topic_id=UKGLOUCESTERSHIRE_287
mailto:childrensfund@gloucestershire.gov.uk
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA1MDcuNDAwODU0NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nbG91Y2VzdGVyc2hpcmUuZ292LnVrL2hlYWx0aC1hbmQtc29jaWFsLWNhcmUvZ2xvdWNlc3RlcnNoaXJlLXdlbGZhcmUtc3VwcG9ydC1zY2hlbWUvY292aWQtMTktbG9jYWwtc3VwcG9ydC1ncmFudC1maW5kLW91dC1tb3JlLWFuZC1hcHBseS8ifQ.bJHgFqxbEXNh_Cpw2tdtlbFluMzb_392dDW9E8EnZic/s/781907314/br/106039210963-l
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create a large collage depicting the different 

types of habitats, from under the ground to 

high up in the air.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Willow Class 

This week all of the children have been 

working SO hard as we have had a testing 

week in school. We have completed Reading, 

SPAG and Maths tests and I am so proud of all 

the children for their perseverance and hard 

work. We had to work in small groups and be 

really quiet whilst the tests were going on. If it 

wasn't our turn for a test we joined Reception 

class and helped them with their learning. We 

enjoyed spending time with the Reception 

children and made the most of being in the 

outdoor area! 

On Tuesday, we continued to practise for 

Sport’s Day and this week we practised our 

dribbling skills! We learnt how to hold the 

hockey stick correctly and how to keep the ball 

under control. We practised dribbling through 

cones and shooting on target into the goal. 

This will help us with one of our Sports Day 

races where we have to dribble the ball quickly 

and carefully to the finish line.  



On Thursday, we enjoyed a live English lesson 

with Andy Seed who talked about his new 

book, Interview with a Shark and Interview 

with a Tiger! It was fantastic and we learnt a 

lot about what being an author involves and 

the hard work that goes into writing a book.  

On Friday, we were joined by Reception class 

for the day so after a week of tests we are 

going to have a day of outdoor fun!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hawthorn Class 

This week, the children have been working 

hard completing end of year assessments. 

They worked hard on these and the results will 

really help the children as they move into their 

new classes for next year! Well done children!  

In English this week, we have been comparing 

The Butterfly Lion to Lob by Linda Newbery. 

Lob is a friend to those in need and can only 

be seen by those who can see him. It deals 

with loss and the children have responded to 

the book in a really positive way. We have 

written letters between the characters in the 

two books and on Thursday the children 



created their own Lob before writing a 

description of his appearance and character.  

In Maths, we have been completing our tests 

but also revisiting previously taught concepts. 

Our Think It Through Friday this week 

involved spaghetti, marshmallows and midget 

gems. The children were challenged to think 

about how to construct 3d shapes and make the 

largest free-standing structure.  

In Art, the children have completed their coat 

of arms. They are very proud of their work and 

I hope they are hung with pride at home. In 

History, we discovered why King John was 

not the best King of England and what legacy 

he left behind. In Science this week, the 

children explored friction further using all 

their knowledge to write scripts for a children's 

science show. Once recorded we are going to 

share them with Receptions and Years 1 and 

2.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Juniper Class 

This week has been our end of year test week 

where the children completed a Maths, SPAG 

and Reading test to assess their progress. I 

have been really impressed with the effort all 

the children have put into doing the tests and 

good progress has been made since September. 

These tests will also allow us to carry out any 

gap filling in the next two weeks.  



In PE, the children have been working hard to 

improve their athletics skills ready for Sport’s 

Day next week. Children took part in a range 

of activities including hurdles, skipping, 

sprinting and even egg and spoon. There were 

lots of tired children after PE on Tuesday!  

In Geography, the children used grid paper to 

make their own treasure maps which included 

a key and four figure grid references. They 

also took part in a number of different 

quizzes which tested their knowledge of 

physical and human Geography. Next week 

we will use the maps we created whilst on our 

village walk around Alderton to hold a debate 

about demolishing the school and building a 

large supermarket! The children are very 

excited for next week’s lesson.  

On Tuesday we will be having our first full 

dress rehearsal for Charlie and the Chocolate 

Factory. Please can all costumes come into 

school by Monday 5th July.  

 

 

 

 

 

Stars of the Week 

Maple Class: 

Star of the week:  Edie, for brilliant work on 

habitats 

Value of the week: Ava, for demonstrating 

compassion  

Willow Class: 

Star of the week - Penny, for persevering 

through a test that you were finding a little 

tricky and not wanting to give up!  

Value of the week - Martha, for looking after a 

friend who was upset and showing lots of 

compassion 

Hawthorn Class: 

Value of the Week: - Lola and Summer- 

collaborative working and showing great 

teamwork to write a script.  

Star of the Week: - Harris: A perfect score on 

the multiplication tables check.  

Juniper Class: 

Value of the Week: Lily for continuing to 

show courage in all swimming lessons  

Star of the Week: Corin for putting a fantastic 

effort into learning his narrator lines for the 

play.   

 

Diary Dates 

Please be aware that these may be subject to 

change. 

June 

25th Swimming Year 5 and 6 

July 

1st-7th  Book Fair @ Alderton 

2nd Swimming Year 5 and 6 

7th Sport’s Day 

8th Year 6 Boundless Outdoor Day 

 Reception Multisports Festival 



9th Swimming Year 5 and 6 

15th  Gloucestershire Kwik cricket 

competition (Year 5/6 open) 

20th  Term Ends 

21st INSET Day 

 


