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Bell Boating Trip  

Year 5&6 had a great time on the Avon river 

where we travelled from the Fladbury 

Boathouse to the lock.  From races to learning 

how to row, let me tell you how it all went. 

We left school at nine thirty and had a 

wonderful journey on the coach until we 

reached the Fladbury cricket ground. Then our 

lovely instructor Karen introduced herself. 

After that, we then proceeded to the Boat club, 

then we got on the boats in three groups. 

When we were on the boat we may have had a 

splashing war between Eva and Aiden and 

sadly most people on their boat suffered the 

consequence. Miss Garrett’s boat also held a 

couple of mishaps such as the instructor 

almost pulling Miss Garrett in and finally on 

Mrs Bowen’s boat they rowed into the bushes 

a couple of times! We stopped off for lunch 

where we had a fantastic view of the river.  

In the afternoon, we had a great time doing the 

catwalk down the middle of the boat and also 

racing up and down the river and the overall 

winner was the boat run by Miss Garrett and 

Karen. Then our session came to an end. 

Corin  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Bee Visit 

We were very fortunate to have a visit from 

Ken Roles last week, who bought an 

observational bee hive to Dumbleton. This was 

highly fascinating, as the children were able to 

observe the bees at work and learn about how 

they collect nectar and make pollen. Ken had 

been able to capture the queen bee, and there 

were also some larvae that were hatching. This 

visit really sparked the children’s curiosity and 

they were able to ask many thoughtful 

questions. Thank you to Ken for this 

wonderful opportunity!  

 

 

 



 

 

Year 4 Tables Tests 

Last week the year 4 children took part in the 

Multiplication Tables Check. This is a new 

annual test Year 4 children will take part in 

every June. The children had been working 

hard to improve their recall of times tables 

facts. The check is open for 3 weeks so the 

children are able to pick the time they feel the 

most confident, and last Friday was the day! 

All the children approached it with confidence 

and a positive mindset and we couldn't be 

more proud of them for that!  

 

 

Residential 

We are delighted to say that we have been able 

to secure a residential visit to Georgeham in 

Devon again next year for our Year 5 and 6 

children.  This has taken some time to organise 

as we are below the official numbers of 

children that they accept as a minimum.  

However, we are really pleased to have been 

able to negotiate a visit for the week 

commencing Monday 1st November.  Further 

details will follow shortly. 

 

Covid 

We are increasingly aware of some schools 

and bubbles closing around Tewkesbury.  

Therefore, we will be continuing to run in our 

present format until the end of term.  The need 

to keep our bubbles separate means that Sports 

Day will happen in bubbles, and parents will 

not be able to be spectators at the event.  We 

realise that this may be disappointing but with 

the cases in Gloucestershire rising sharply and 

bubbles in some schools already being closed, 

we feel that a cautious approach is the best 

one.  This also means that the Year 6 

performance will also have to be filmed and 

the film then shared with parents.   

We urge all parents to keep children at home if 

they are displaying any covid symptoms and to 

get them tested at the first opportunity.  All 

adults are able to access free lateral flow tests 

that they can take twice a week to help stop the 

spread of this disease.  The last thing any 

school wants is to be in a position where we 

are asking children, bubbles and families to 

isolate following a positive case, especially as 

the Summer holidays are approaching. 

 

Thank a Teacher Day 

Wednesday was National Thank a Teacher 

Day.  We didn’t have collective worship on 

Wednesday due to the school photos so we 

celebrated in Friday’s worship and all the 

classes gave their teachers and TAs a big 

round of applause.  On behalf of the 

Governors and myself I can also say a great 

big thank you to all the staff in school who 

help to make Oak Hill such a great place. 

 

Winchcombe Transition Days 

We have been informed by Winchcombe that 

the transition days for our Year 6 children will 

now be virtual due to the rising cases in 

Gloucestershire.  They are writing to every 



parent to inform them of the changes and how 

they will work. 

 

Covid Local Support Grant Scheme 

The Department for Work & Pensions has 

extended the COVID grant support for 

vulnerable families until 20 June 2021. 

The Grant, now called the COVID-19 

Local Support Grant, is available to 

individuals and families with children who 

have been financially impacted by Covid-19 

and it offers support with food, utilities and 

other essentials. An application form and 

further information on eligibility criteria can 

be found at the following 

link: https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/healt

h-and-social-care/gloucestershire-welfare-

support-scheme/covid-19-local-support-grant-

find-out-more-and-apply/. 

 

Car Share 

We have been asked by a parent to see if there 

are any parents who would be able to help 

with a car share arrangement from 

Winchcombe.  If you are interested, please talk 

to Gail or Esther in the office 

 

Road Closure 

The B4078 will be shut the week commencing 

2nd July.  This may affect your routes from 

Alderton to Dumbleton and vice versa. 

 

Church Service in Alderton 

Services this week are as follows: 

HC at 10.30am Alderton 

BCP HC at 6.00pm Wormington followed by 

APCM 

Both Services are being led by Revd Michael 

Hand. 

Apologies - there will be no Zoomed Service 

on this Sunday. 

  

Half Termly Christian Value 

 

 

Grammar School Registration 

 

 

 

 

 

Maple Class 

We have practiced our work on time this 

week, getting to grips with what is on a clock 

and how we measure time. We have been 
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sequencing a day’s events in time order and 

experimented with what we think we can 

achieve in a minute.  

In English, we have finished writing our 

versions of Handa’s Surprise and I have been 

so impressed with the children’s writing skills 

and their independence with writing. We also 

read the follow on book, ‘Handa’s Hen’, 

which tied in very nicely with learning where 

our food comes from. We discovered all about 

eggs, and which animals our meat comes from. 

We especially loved learning about how bread 

is made!   

We have started to practice sewing this week 

in Reception. We used large plastic needles to 

thread wool through holes in a drawing of an 

animal. It was quite tricky, but lots of fun and 

really helped in developing our fine motor 

skills! 

 

 

 

 

 

Willow Class 

We started the week in Willow class by 

writing a letter to Ken, who kindly brought a 

bee hive in last Friday and the children had so 

many questions that they still wanted to ask! 

We drafted a letter and thanked Ken for 

coming and sharing all of his amazing facts 

about bees. It was a great opportunity for us to 

practise using question marks which we learnt 

about last week. In English this week, we have 

also been learning about prefixes and suffixes! 

Year 1 have been adding 'un' to words and 

Year 2 have been adding 'ment' and 'ness'. We 

have completed lots of fun matching activities 

and games to help us learn what happens to the 

word when prefixes or suffixes are added. In 

maths, Year 1 have continued working hard on 

grouping and sharing. This has helped us 

understand the concept of multiplication and 

division and we have used lots of 

practical resources such as counters to help us! 

Year 2 have been working hard to understand 

division. This week they have divided 

numbers by 2, 5 and 10 and also looked at odd 



and even numbers to 100. As well as all of our 

English and Maths this week, we have enjoyed 

finding out more about significant people from 

the past. This week we have looked at two 

explorers, Ibn Battuta and Matthew Henson. 

We used our Geography skills to locate the 

countries on a map that these explorers visited. 

In Science, we have continued looking at 

seasonal changes and what happens to daylight 

as the seasons change. We made spinning 

wheels to show what happens to the light as 

we go through the day during each season and 

the children did a brilliant job at using split 

pins to make these spin. Another fantastic 

week with lots of learning going on, well done 

Willow class!  

 

 

 

 

 

Hawthorn Class 

This week the children have been creating 

their coat of arms. The children have used 

material to transfer their designs onto using 

fabric pens. They have also been developing 

their sewing skills to create a loop to feed the 

dowling through. These will be completed 

next week so keep an eye out for the pictures!  

Maths has been full of shapes this week. 

Children have been identifying and sorting 

shapes based on their properties. We have 

been focusing on the mathematical language 

we use when identifying shapes. We have 

explored both 2D and 3D shapes.  

We have continued to use The Butterfly Lion 

in English this week. The children have been 



writing in the role of Bertie, the main 

character, describing what life was like at war. 

before he was reunited with his white lion. The 

children have also been exploring how to use 

adverbials to extend their writing. Next week, 

we will introduce a new book, Lob. The 

children will be comparing the two stories 

looking at the similarities and differences 

between them.  

During Science, the children explored their 

understanding of forces before we carried out 

an investigation about friction. The children 

made ramps and measured how far a toy car 

would travel across different surfaces.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Juniper Class 

We have had a fab week in Juniper class. I 

think the children would agree that the most 

memorable part of the week was bell boating 

on Tuesday. This was our first trip of the year 

and great fun was had by children and staff.  

We had our second visit from the local police 

beat officer where the children learnt more 

about the importance of keeping safe online. 

We hope to continue these sessions next year 

to help keep children as safe as we possibly 

can.  

In English, we have completed our Goldilocks 

and the Three Bears unit. We finished the 

topic with a class debate about whether the 

correct person was framed. The classroom was 

set up like a courtroom and the children were 

given a side of guilty or not guilty and had to 

defend their side based on evidence.  

We had lots of fun in Science this week, where 

we carried out an experiment to find the best 

type of mud that could be used as part of a 

movie production. Next week we will be 

investigating the solubility of different 

solutions through testing out a range of sugar 

solutions.  

We have continued to practice our 'Charlie and 

the Chocolate Factory' play and it has been 

great to be able to practice on the big stage this 

week! Children can start to bring in their 

costumes as we will be having a full dress 

rehearsal soon.  

 

 

 

 

Stars of the Week 

Maple Class: 

Star of the week: Logan, for using phonic 

sounds really well in story writing. 

Value of the week: Ollie, for demonstrating 

perseverance in sewing.  

Willow Class: 

Star of the week - Archie, for thinking of some 

fantastic sentences using the suffixes 'ment' 

and 'ness'. 

Value of the week - William, for persevering 

in maths this week and working hard to 

understand division through grouping objects. 

Hawthorn Class: 

Value of the Week: - Lottie- kind and 

respectful at all times.  

Star of the Week: - Ellie. B- great 

understanding of shape, using clear 

mathematical explanations to identify shapes.  

Juniper Class: 

Value of the Week: Anna - Value 

perseverance - For her brilliant effort with bell 

boating 



Star of the Week: Jacob - For his fantastic 

effort in algebra this week 

 

Diary Dates 

Please be aware that these may be subject to 

change. 

June 

25th Swimming Year 5 and 6 

July 

1st-8th Book Fair @ Alderton 

2nd Transition Day in School 

1st – 2nd Year 6 transition  

2nd Swimming Year 5 and 6 

7th Sport’s Day 

8th Year 6 Boundless Outdoor Day 

 Reception Multisports Festival 

9th Swimming Year 5 and 6 

15th  Gloucestershire Kwik cricket 

competition (Year 5/6 open) 

16th  Gloucestershire Kwik cricket 

competition (Year 5/6 girls only) 

20th  Term Ends 

21st INSET Day 

 


